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13. — Poems by David Geat, with Memoirs of his Life. Boston : 
Roberts Brothers. 1864. pp. xv., 239. 

We wonder if the plant which our liberal shepherds misname ivy 
ever fancies that it is of one substance with the oak by which it climbs, 
and that the trunk that holds it above the dead level of common earth 
is its own ? There is, at any rate, a class of authors who are the vic- 
tims of this illusion, and David Gray was one of them. Of a nature 
essentially weak-stemmed and clambering, he seems to have persuaded 
himself that, because by clinging to Keats and Wordsworth he could 
climb to a certain height by them, he was of the same species ; that, be- 
cause he liked them, he was like them. He had the temperament of 
genius, without those higher qualities which alone make that tempera- 
ment endurable. One of his Sonnets shows that he was proud qi the 
one thing he had in common with Keats, though that one thing was 
consumption. This is certainly the sublime of secondariness. In his 
verses there is not one that is above the neap-tide level of Blair's 
" Grave," or Grahame's " Sabbath " ; the only difference being, that his 
diction has the trick of this century instead of the last. The one good 
thing in a Sonnet quoted by his friend Buchanan in proof of his powers 
is transfused from Shakespeare, and gains nothing in the transfusion. 
Lord Houghton's Introduction is exquisite alike for the kindliness and 
reserve of its tone, contrasting pleasantly with the rather ambitious 
" Memoirs " that follow it. The mechanical part of the volume does 
great credit to the taste of the publishers and the skill of the print- 



14. — Forty Tears of Pioneer Life. Memoir of John Mason Peck, 
D.D., edited from his Journals and Correspondence by Rufus Bab- 
cock. Philadelphia : American Baptist Publication Society. 1864. 
pp. 360. 

To say that a biography will be interesting to persons of the same 
religious persuasion with the subject of it, is to circumscribe its human 
interest within very narrow limits. We cannot imagine a Plutarch for 
Baptists or Unitarians. Dr. Peck's life was very well worth living, but 
might, we think, have been profitably written in a compass more suita- 
ble to the average length of human days. He was a man of an energy 
and will that would have made themselves felt in any calling, and which 
he devoted to missionary labors in behalf of his sect in the West. 
Though he made no great sacrifice in this, we believe that he did a 
great deal of good, and his life has something of the interest that be- 
longs to those of all self-made men, though we think a line should be 



